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Reviews and Notes 577 

informed by a footnote that a young lady of Bryn Mawr has 
made a study of the influence of Plautus on the Stonyhurst 
pageants. That impresses me as very nearly zero in graduate 
theses. 

Harold N. Hillebrand 
University of Illinois 



VON LUTHER BIS LESSING. Aufsaetze und Vortraege 

zur Geschichte unserer Schrif tsprache von Friedrich Kluge. 

Fuenfte durchgesehene Auflage. 1918, Verlag von Quelle 

& Meyer, Leipzig. 

In these highly instructive and interestingly written essays, 
twelve now in number, the distinguished Germanist of Frei- 
burg University sketches the history of modern German, 
giving us vivid pictures of the painful struggles the vernacular 
had to pass through before it could free itself from the oppres- 
sive fetters of Latin domination and secure for itself the 
possibilities of national growth and gradually develop from 
a bewildering variety of dialects, presenting claims to individual 
recognition, to that unity and perfection of literary speech 
which reached its culminating point in the German of Goethe 
and Schiller. Why this modern literary German is pre- 
eminently a middle German dialect, we learn from essay No. 3. 
How it came that the Oberdeutsch of Switzerland did not pre- 
vail or the Low German of Northern Germany, the author 
tries to make clear in essays 5, 6 and 7. How the national 
purity of the vernacular was in a fair way to be utterly vitiated 
by the Romanizing tendencies of the 17 th century, we are 
told in essay No. 9. What dangers threatened from the 
attitude of Upper Germany, essay No. 10 emphasizes. The 
debt modern German owes to Goethe and Schiller is well 
set forth in the concluding numbers 11 and 12. 

In the preface the author craves the indulgence of the reader 
for the reason "dass die Darstellung nicht uberall die gleiche ist." 
We can well pardon such a shortcoming, also that the original 
title of the book has been kept in spite of changes that are 
not in conformity with it. But the reviewer frankly confesses 
to a feeling of disappointment that the distinguished author 
has not seen fit to modify some of his views that seem no longer 
tenable in view of what modern research has established. 
On these things I expect to speak somewhat at length in my 
forthcoming review of the author's ninth edition of his Etymo- 
logical Dictionary of the German language. 

Otto B. Schlutter 

Note: With regard to seiuer in my 'Nachtrage zu den Ahd. Glossen' (July 
number, page 387, line 12) note that there ought to be a bar over the r. In 
the editorial note on page 390, last line but one, strike out 'was.' 



